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pier still had their eyes fixed on that constellation of rubies
which soon vanished from sight. There went Franco, their
great hope, to his destiny.
After attending the funeral of General Balmes, at noon
on the i yth, Franco spent all his time receiving calls at
his hotel, where he virtually incarcerated himself. At three
o'clock in the morning the adjutants and guarding officers
were awakened abruptly by the fiscal judge Martinez Fusset,
who brought sensational news.
"The troops in Africa have rebelled/' he said; "we must
take extreme precautions/7
All put on their clothing without delay and went out into
the hallway, where Franco soon appeared, for he already
knew what was happening, having been informed at two-
fifteen by the commandant at Tenerife. He was dressed in
civilian clothes and carried a valise in his hand. He climbed
into the carnage which awaited him and went to the com-
mandancy. In the staff offices he donned his military
uniform. At this moment General Orgaz arrived, the first in
the uprising, since 1931, and took over control of the civil
government at seven o'clock that morning. The command-
ancy immediately gained new courage. Officers came and
went, orders were drawn up and the telephones rang con-
tinuously. The axis of Spain passed through the office at Las
Palmas at that time. Franco drew up a manifesto and dictated
the first orders as the "Rebel" leader to assure the triumph
of the movement in the Canaries. He remained in the com-
mandancy until eleven o'clock when he went out to-find an
aeroplane that awaited him, where again there were farewells
and applause for the leader,
The general repeated his watchword, "Blind faith in
victory!"
An automobile carried him to the pier where he was
awaited by the tugboat which was to take him to the aero-